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September 18, 1963

Dr, Harding Bliss
Chemical Eng'gs Depts
Yale University

New Ha.m, Conne

Dear Sil‘.

About a month ago, you were good enough to talk to me for some
time by telephones I would like to impose on you again, but

this time in your capacity 88 & high-pankihg official of the
AIChE, I would like to humbly meske a stion to the societies
based on my recent experience with the literature.

Throughout my undergraduate days at Yale, the lesson I learned
in every lab ¢ ourse wast

The most important part of any experiment or experimental
report is the DATA, The DATA is what we measure and,
provided reasonable care is taken, is not open to ques-
tion, We may not understand the DATA, but the DATA

¢ ompletely transcends all the ealculations and hypo-
theses and explanations ete. which we may offer "in
support" of the DATA, The DATA does not require any
"support"--the DATA is the DATA,

During my undergraduate days, I accepted the above as self-
evident and of course I still do. However, either DATA is
no longer in vogue, or Yale is the only schocl which teaches
its importances Even the briefest of the literature
will indicate that virtually no one "bothers" to present
DATA~-only results ore presented--results which may be three
or four generations removed from the DATA, To risk making a
pun, no one seems to reccgnize that

The DATA will live aofter us
Our ecaleulations are oft m%emd with our bones.

The following is observed on a much wider scale?
2ury ury the DATA with the expepiment,
Lest BFst it come baeck to haunt us,.

I would like to recormend to the AIChE ( and societies in gen-
eral) that NO paper be published unless the supporting DATA

is made generally available. This could be accomplished by
presenting the data with the report or submitting it to a cen-
tral faeility from which the data would be available on request.

Sir, if you feel I exaggerate the present state of the litera-
ture, you have only to review any recent volume of the ASME
Transactions on the subjeet of heas transfer. Many reports




present cmlz the "measured"” heat transfer coefficients and
some comparison with predicted wvalues, designed to demonstrate
that the results are as expected and refore the data must
be good! Vhere does one purchase a heat transfer coefficient
meter? or a heat flux meter? or a mass flow meter?

In elosing, I would like to add that NO undergraduate lab in-
struetor would accept a lab report without the DATA., It there-
fore seems inconceivable to me that the engineerihg soecieties
would set lower standards than undergraduate lab instructors!
There is not the slightest doubt in my mind that, had I sub-
mitted a lab report to Drs Southworth without DATA, it would
have been returned with a well deserved FLUNK! (I keep referring
to undergraduate because I have found many PhD theses which '
do not present the measured DATA!)

I apologize that this letter is so lontl;g. and thank you for
your indulgence (if you have gotten s far).

Sincerely yours,

Eugene F. Adiutori
Class of "5l

Pe Se My fhrst significant eontribution to the literature
should appear in Hucleonics around the first of the
year, Oddly 1, it is of a general nature and does
not involve the presentation of experimental results.

I am taking your advice gbout joining the AIChE,



