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Dear Gene:

I must admit that I am intrigued by the title of the paper
you propose to present at the 1964 Annual Meeting of the AIChE.

As a colleague, rather than Symposium Chairman, I would like
to make a few unofficial remarks regarding the tenor of the paper.
Perhaps I misunderstand you, but I do not believe that there ever
was ""universal'" agreement on the relationships you intend to dis-
cuss. This is evidenced by the large number of conflicting
relationships that are contained in the literature, and also by
the heated discussions that sometimes follow papers presented at
heat transfer symposiums, such as the one that will be held next
year. If your analyses can point out errors in present concepts
of the boiling mechanism, and improve our understanding of the
heat transfer process, your paper should prove to be an important
contribution.

I think that if I were writing the paper you have in mind, I
would take a more positive approach than the one you discuss in
your letter. Rather than point out errors in previous work, and
generally this is not too difficult to do, I would first present
my own analysis of the relationships and then show how they agree
with experimental data. Then, I would compare the results of my
analysis with the ones previously published, and let the reader
of the paper form his own conclusions. Generally this technique
is much more effective in getting accross an idea than taking
the bull by the horns, especially when the subject is as contro-
versial as boiling heat transfer. Of course, every writer has
his own style and I am only offering this as a friendly suggestion.

In my capacity as Symposium Chairman representing the E.T.
and C. Division, I feel that I have an obligation to take a neutral
and uninvolved position on all the papers that will be presented,
even as far as suggesting experimental data for analysis. There-
fore, I am sorry that I will not be able to comply with your
request. Naturally, if I could act only as an individual and a
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colleague, I would be very happy to help in any way possible.
I am sure that you are aware that not very much experimental
data exists in the literature on some of the material you wish to
treat, and therefore this in itself will place limitations on your
source of data. I am enclosing two of my own publications which
may aid you in finding appropriate references. If you would like
to use some of the data I present, please feel free to do so.

I would finally like to assure you that your concern over .
my judging your qualifications, due to your not having published
before, is unjustified. My only duty as Symposium Chairman, in
respect to the papers themselves, is to determine if the subject
material is within the scope of the meeting. The Papers Chairman
for the E.C. and T. Division, Dr. David Miller, will send the
papers to qualified reviewers, and, based on their comments, will
serve as an unbiased referee in selecting which papers will be
accepted for presentation. The papers will be judged only on
their originality, uniqueness, and value to the Profession.

The work you are doing sounds very exciting and I am looking
forward to learning more about it.

Sincerely yours,

R. F. Gaertner

Chemical Process Research
RFG :dsn
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